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CHILE o Augusto PINOCHET Ugarte

Supreme Chief of the i
Nation; President, | !

Rul i ng Junta; Commander
in chief of the Arny

156

In June 1974 Maj.
Gen. Augusto Pinochet
. (pronounced peenochCHET)},
. who has been Commander
in Chief of the Arny
. since August 1973 and
. President of ‘the junta
since Septenber of that
. . year, became Suprene
i+ Chief of the Nation,'
; a position that gives
- him expanded executive = ‘ Y '
. powers. He had previously: {1973}
served since Januar}/ 1972
as chief of staff of
the army. An intelligent, .disciplined and pro-
fessional |y conpetent infantry officer and mili-
tary geographer who is known for his toughness,
- he IS dedicated to the national reconstruction of
Chile and will tolerate no iopposition to that end.

i
!
|
!
!
E

The establishment of the position of Suprene
.iChief of the Nation was pronoted by Pinochet anong
' ‘others as a means. Oof consolidating and inproving
. .i..@ decisionmaking powers of the executive over
i the cunmbersone, inter-service structure. He did
'inot, however, get as nuch authority as he sought,
‘jand_the junta still retains considerable powers
‘lof its own. . Respected by, the other Hun_t a- nenbers,
., !Pinochet has a harmoni ous working relationship with
* :{them, and;all decisions continue t0 be made unan-
:1imously. The general was selected to head the
\governmgnt_l_:ecm_me he represents the mlitary's
|1oldest institution, not because he possesses any
;éll‘eader.shl p qualities superior to those of the
i‘other junta nenbers. Pinochet wWill apparently -
' ‘retain the executive functions indefinitely.

ol e

R << vas e | At e
. participant | N plorting tie overthrow of President

' 7(1970~73) Salvador Allende,: and sone | ower ranking
‘army officers view himas having been indecisive
.in opposing the forner President. In subsequent
‘-interviews 7. 4 public Stateyents,‘nOWever, ne nas
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i i ‘sought to reserve for himself the major responsi-
“ ' 3 - bility for the planning and execution of the coup.
| " -i7. He has claimed that he initiated the coup plans in

|
i
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oy m ey e

4 ¢ April 1972 and that:-he was the only one who knew:
" . all the details when the actual overthrow took 156

A pl ace. : ; : .
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3' President of the Junta

|

P . -.: Periodically exhorting the pecple.to work
, 1i together for the goal of national reconstruction,
l i ~w . Pinochet has said, 'The sacrifice will be total...
i
|

Tl

" Everyone W || pay the tab , and everyone will help
aget us out of the chaos." Like his predecessor.
he frequently travels within the country to neet
people and explain the government's policies, nuch
like a grass roots canpaigner.

Tl

i

|

ment's recovery programw || take, Pinochet has been
i equivocal. He told a group of copper mners in
i, :January 1974 they must "get it out of their heads
{' that there will 'be elections in four or five more ‘I’
'” years. * 1In’'a February public appearance Pinochet
iI- .stated that the state of seige and security measures
woul d remain in effect indefinitely and that "It is
v, 'possible that before the end of the armed forces
{ governnent political activities wll bereinstated,
gbut in no way will it happen before five years."”

i
;11 In response to queries on how |long the govern-
i

R

s

s
;i‘ Described prior to the coup as singularly
i apolitical, Pinochet has never been involved in
partisan politics. He has conme down hard on politi-
cians of all persuasions, blamng them for the eco-
nom c and political problenms that necessitated the
overt hrow of aAllende. He has been particularly
concerned Wi th the Marxistinfluence in Chile and '
has pronoted the government's attenpts to elimnate
- all vestiges of that philosophy from the country.
vl Despite on and off frictions between the govern- .
b ment and the recessed Christian Denocratic Party,
i the general favors naLntalnlng contact with the
: party to elicit its views on the government's
domestic policies. He has also indicated an
interest increating a national civic novenment of
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P : youth and women's organi zations and small business-
’ men*s guilds to support the governnent.

Pinochet has been sensitive to charges from 158

: . . oy : . S 3 ; . h 0
' L . ~ abroad that the government: repeatedly violates
: ~ human rlghﬁs, particularly those of prisoners.
: Acknow edging that there was a problemin this
v area in the initial months after the coup, he has

11 0 O

since clainmed that neasures have been taken to
i rectify the situation. In-an August 1974 inter-
view he stated that there would be no nore execu-
tions and that some military nen had been puni shed
for maltreatmentiand torture of prisoners. lie
insists, however, that stringent internal security
measures are necessary to prevent a resurgence of
extrem st activity and that self-censorship of the
press will be relaxed onlr-'when the situation is

e

T

_— ;> normal : conscious of Chile's need for a better

r .. 1limage abroad, thegeneral is said to have authorized
: ] the expenditure of up to-one million dollars to

sing agency inprove its tarnished

150

+ 1 :fhave a;us adverti
".1 o | i mage. :; : o
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¢ i LA Peruvian Threat?

Pinochet i S among those military officers who
- have been al arned at the rather sjgnificant
i acquisitions of modern arms by the governnment of
Peru. Those officers fear that Peru nmay use tk~
weapons to retake territory ceded to Chile after
the wWar of the Pacific (1879-1883). Pinochet was
o “ cool; to Peruvian President Juan Velasco's call tor
P i an arns limtation agreenment, noting that the

Pl threat fromthe north necessitated the preparation
; ST of an adequate Chilean defense. Pinochet has been
fe P vigorously searching for sources of arnmanents,

. i requesting commtnents fromthe United States in =

‘ o particular. He has also tried to elicit suppozc

I for Chile's position fromother Latin Anerican

: Li L countries, and while in Brazil for the March 1974

o i nauguration of President trnesto Geisel, he
gked for mlitary assistance
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~ Pipochet also ordered a study prepared for
distribution to friendly Latin ri can Beads
of State to dispel the notion that Chilean appre-
! hensi ons of Peruvian intentions |acked substance
o Since that time the President has takennote of
i the | essening of tensions between his country and
;3 Peru, but he continues to underscore the dangers

i nvol ved and the need to increase overall mli-
tary strength. The general plans to attend the
150th anniversary commenoration of the Battle of
Ayacucho in Peru in Decenber 1374.

Mlitary Student and |nstructor

Augusto Pinochszt Ugarte was born into a mddle
class famly on 25November 1915 i n Valparaiso.
Be attended the University of Chile for 2 years
specializing in judicial ‘and social science, before
entering the Chilean Mlitary Acadeny. He was
unable to neet the physical requirenents for adms-
sion to the acadeny for 2 successive years, but
the reason is not a matter of current record.

VPP
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; i Upon his graduation from the acadeny in 1936,
: Pinochet was-conmni ssioned a second |ieutenant. He
subsequently worked his way steadily through the
> ranks, generally in infantry assignments. During
! *949-51 he was a student at the Command and Genera
K Staff Course of the Axmy War College. [Inportant
. posts he has held in receat years include those of:
commander, 7th Infantry Reginment. 1561-63: chi ef
of staff, 2a Arny Division, 1968; commander, 6th
- - Any Division, 1967-71; and commander, Santiago
g . Garrison, March 1%71-January 1972.

o A well-known military geo%rapher, Pinochet has
T .| beenan instructor at the Chilean Arny War Col |l ege
Lo i’ {1942-46, 1954) and at the Ecuadorean Arny \War Col-
.. lege in Quito {1956-5%). From 1964 to 1968 he

.; served as deputy commandantofthe Chilean Arny
‘er_Cblle%%t Be i s a memberofthe Geographic

“: Society of ile and has witten three geography

: ' books, at |east one of which is used as a secondary
' + | school textlLook.
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Pinochet has visited the United States three 150
:ftimes.. He was a nmenber of a Chilean mlitary
m ssion in 1956, toured this Country and the
- Panama Canal Zone in 1865 and 1968, and returned
) to the Canal Zone in 1872.

!Personal Data

MPinochet
is hard-working an edicated. less
T attendini parties: NN
intereste n sports, inc ' ng

and horseback riding, and avidly practices gymastic
exerci ses every norning. He also enjoys discussing
world nmilitary problens. He speaks some French

and Engli sh.

In 1943 Pinochet narri ed Lucfa Hiriart Rodr{guez,
t he daughter of a forner Senator and M nister ofthe
Interior. Mzs. Pinochet, Who has |ived nost of her
life in Santiago, was born in Antofagasta. She
has a fondness for ar cheol ogy and together with
her husband has explored many ruins. Ms. Pinochet
has been involved in various charity projects.

’ She insists, however, that her primary concern is

her home and fanily. The Pinochets have three
daughters and two sons and six grandchil dren.
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